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(Rhtinbund) under Napoleon's protection. That the members
of this Confederation were in reality merely vassals was shown
bv their obligation to join France in all wars on the Continent
and to obey the call to arms. Bavaria had to guarantee to place
30,000 men under arms. Maximilian Joseph and Montgelas were
far from being pleased with the Confederation, but they could
not help themselves; they could only agree. France was now a
far greater menace than Austria had formerly been. A large
number of Bavarians, whose suppressed national feelings were
awakening, began to share Ludwig's opinion.

The Emperor Francis could not prevent this development; he
himself, after the defeat of 1805, was driven back to his own
inherited dominions and Hungary; he renounced the dignity of
the German Imperial Crown and contented himself with the title
of Emperor of Austria. Prussia watched with horror the growth
of Napoleon's power; so did Czar Alexander, although his Delegate,
Oubril, had just signed a treaty in Paris on 2oth July, 1806,
whereby Napoleon undertook that within three months all those
of his troops which were still occupying practically the whole of
South Germany should be withdrawn.

During the afternoon of the same day the Emperor remarked
suddenly to Ludwig, as if the matter were quite an ordinary
affair:

'I signed a peace with Russia this morning.1

'That is excellent news which Your Majesty gives me/ replied
Ludwig, pleasantly excited.

Whereupon the Emperor turned to Josephine and said: 'How
glad he is; he is thinking of his little Russian.' And turning
to Ludwig: 'When will you get married?'

'I do not know, but not this year.'

'How old are you?'

'I shall be twenty on the 25th August.'

Then you are still quite a fledgeling.'

'But Sire!'

'But you are not even of age yet.'

'I came of age at eighteen.'

At this moment a court carriage drove up; the Emperor and
Empress and Ludwig got in. Outriders, pages, and Rustan, the
Emperor's mameluke, rode beside it. As usual the drive was
through the Park. Napoleon spoke of his methods of administra-
tion. 'My principle is to be a devil at first and then get